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EDITORIAL
Dear Friends,
the ongoing pandemic of the virus that
causes Covid-19 is changing the world.
Perhaps, in some ways, the changes are
slow and gradual, but in our industry,
changes have been more than obvious.
An example of these changes affecting
us are the events that have been designed to compensate for the loss of
E-day, and are the main theme of this
newsletter. The reason for the events
is known to you – the cancellation of
E-day. The cancellation was made with
a heavy heart, but from knowing what
we know today, the decision was undeniably the correct one to make. The
compensating events were to, at least
to some level, offer something from the
original concepts that were for E-day
proper, and with today’s Special, you’ll get a picture of what went down at
these events. And things went down!
Q and A AT VNITROBLOCK
We began the week before the scheduled E-day date, on Friday, September
19th at 5:00pm in a small cavern in Holesovice, known as Vnitroblock (roughly
translating to the ‘Inner Block’). Vntiroblock is a nice spot. It has an industrial flavor to it, and is in a former factory.
As a sidenote, about two blocks away is
the DOX Centre, built out of the former
Avia factory. As the Vnitroblock event
came up, there were massive pandemic conditions being implemented.
At 6:00pm, the condition that any event
participants had to be seated kicked in
and the number of participants at any
event was being progressively lowered
as well. By the time it came our turn, the
limit was fifty. The theme of the session
was the introduction of new items for
October and November, which included
the introduction of the Vaclav Sorel benefit kit (raising proceeds) in the form
of the Warhawk associated with his research, and a video advert for the Cmelak (Bumble Bee) kit. This clip actually
hit an amazing 340,000 views on our
Facebook page, and as such, is the new
king of our videos. The core of the event
was new things, and the most comprehensive item was likely the introduction
of two kits, ADLERTAG, which is the Bf
110C/D in the Limited Edition range, together with a short history by Jan Bobek
outlining the chosen aircraft, their histories and their crews and their stories.
It can be said that this offering comes
to the defense of a frequently maligned
type. It is often claimed that the Bf
110 was not a very successful aircraft.
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Our research has not been able to
confirm this. To the contrary, actually.
In the Battle of Britain, these turned
out to be dangerous fighters, with a better kill:loss ratio in comparison to the
Bf 109E, Spitfire Mk.I and the Hurricane, to say nothing of other aircraft used
in the Battle such as the Defiant and
the Blenheim. We didn’t look into the
Italian Fiat CR.42, where we suspect
that that their results were also better
than popular legends about the ‘incapable Italians’ would have you believe.
The last item of the day was dedicated
to the Warhawk kit, in honor of Vacalv
Sorel. This was a man who is a legend in
local modelling circles, and did massive
amounts of work to promote the art
here. The proceeds from the 1,000 kits
sold were intended to go to his recuperation and rehabilitation from his stroke, but, alas, he passed away shortly
after the release of the kit. The kit was
introduced by its developers, Zdenek
Sebesta, Vladimir Sulc and Alfred Riedel, the last two from Eduard and Special Hobby respectively, who combined
their forces to release the kit. After
consulting with the agency overseeing
the fund, it was decided that the proceeds would be diverted to the support
of youth clubs who participated in building models, and also for the erection
of a memorial to Vaclav Sorel in Letnany. The city agreed to this, and also to
the naming of a future street after him.
And, should the modelling circles here
show an interest, we will be releasing
a slew of kits along the same lines as the
Warhawk.
Our desire is to turn the Q and A session in the Block into a tradition. In
fact, we would like to conduct it at
three month intervals. If that pans out,
the next one would be immediately
before December 15th, and its theme

would be the output schedule for 2021.
Of course, whether or not this will be
possible right now is in the stars. We’ll
see what the coronavirus has in store
for us.
SPITFIRE DAY
A week after the above described
session in Holosovice, in Pilsen, we
showed up to make into reality the
next planned event at the airfield in
Line bright and early Saturday morning.
Spitfire Day was a replacement for the
planned event at the Tankodrome in
Milovice. The Spitfire and the Cmelak
were to fly, but, as it turned out, the
aircraft couldn’t come to us at Milovice, so we went to the aircraft in Line
and Jicin. We began in Line, in co-operation with the firm Classic Trainers,
with whom we prepared a flight demonstration of the Spitfire Mk.XVI and
the Harvard, and we christened both
the SPITFIRE STORY: THE FEW and the
ProfiPACK kits. We christened kits that
took a ride in the ammunition and radio bays of the Spitfire, and the aircraft
was flown by Radim Vojta. We christened them with Pol Roger champagne,
associated with friendly family ties with
Sir Winston Churchill. Another part of
the day included up close and personal
looks at displayed aircraft, which naturally included the Spitfire, a small but
effective display dedicated to natives of
the city of Pilsen that served in the RAF,
and at the end of it all, there was another flying display. We were hoping to
arrange to have a flyby of American and
Czech F-16 and Gripen fighters, led by
the legendary B-52, but this reality was
just not in the cards. The event was still
a very successful affair, and since it was
limited to only a hundred people, it was
a very intimate one. Participants took
in the Spitfire very intensively and in an

unhurried fashion, and they were able
to experience something that is not possible at the traditional airshows. It was
a unique experience in the most positive sense of the word.
The FLIGHT OF THE BUMBLE BEE
While Spitfire Day in Line took place
under beautiful late summer weather
conditions, a week later in Jicin, the
skies opened up. In fact, the best way
to describe it is that it pissed down, and
then pissed down some more. The rain
came down in unrelenting fashion, and
pounded the tin roof of the hangar in
such a way that not even the startup
of the Cmelak engine could overtake
the noise. But Jirka (George) Slemr is
a dedicated pilot and a fair man, and
when he said that there would be flying,
there was flying. When we got up that
morning, we figured that in no way was
there gonna be any flying, nor did we
expect anyone to even show up under
such conditions. However, again, we
filled up to capacity, despit the fact that
the noose of pandemic restrictions was
tightened yet more over the course of
the preceding week. This caused us to
search franticly for chairs so that everyone could sit outside, as required. We
ended up standing in the hangar, and
were mesmerized by Jirka’s flying display. If this display was observed from
aviation heaven by Ernst Udet, he had
to be as impressed as all of us were in
that Jicin hangar. There were a hundred
thoroughly impressed men and some
women as well, the number of colds
caught is undetermined, and Covid
transmission rate was at zero. The one
thing that has come to light from this,
and from the aforementioned video
clip, is that the Bumble Bee is a popular subject for modelers, most of whom
had no idea that they would build such
a subject just a short time ago. In fact,
at the moment, the Cmelak is outselling
the Spitfire Mk.Ia ProfiPACK kit, which
is something else that no one in their
right mind would have predicted until
now.

rate the championship itself from E-day.
The contest within the structure of
E-day, til now held under the Hobby
category with lax, if not downright
reluctant, participation of the SMCzR, will be separated and reborn into
a whole new competition. Friends,
it is my privilege to announce that the
Hobby category at E-day is dead, and
will be transformed into something
better. It will be replaced by the CZECH
MODEL MASTERS, with the ambition
of turning it into the most serious and

**

most lucrative model contest in continental Europe. It will be an event that
will be talked about, and written about,
and it will be a contest worth winning.
I am expecting the best models and the
best modelers! So…see you next year!
Happy Modelling!
Vladimir Sulc.

*

IN CLOSING
In all likelihood, next year, everything
will return back to normal. The virus
will have a vaccine for it, but nothing
will be exactly as before. We are travelling through the pandemic hell that is
still ahead of us in the next few months
into a new world. We can see glimpses into this at Eduard, and we can be
pretty sure that E-day will also undergo
some permanent changes. After the
successful CzR Championships in plastic modelling that went down at the * „Hello lads, how are you drinking over here?“
Olympik Hotel in Prague, a plan is being ** „So this is our new chmelak!“ is a little play on words with Z-37A name Čmelák (bumblebee).
arranged with the governing body of Meaning of „chmel“ in Czech language is „hops“, therefore new word „chmelak“ would mean soplastic modelling, the SMCzR, to sepa- mething like „hops expert“ in English.
eduard
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Alfred
Riedl

Zdeněk Šebesta
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OFFICIAL TRAILER OF THE EVENT:
(IN CZECH)
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Photo: M. Krechowski, Z. Mašek, V. Šulc,
J. Zdiarský, Coyotak Pictures
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Footage by Michal Kre
wski, made of the
flight of both a Harvardcho
an
d
Spitfire Mk.XVI,
during the Spitfire Day exhibit
ion.
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JIŘÍ HORÁK
Spitfire & Harvard pilot

RADIM VOJTA
Spitfire & Harvard pilot

OFFICIAL TRAILER OF THE EVENT (IN CZECH)
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Photo: Martin Tůma, J. Zdiarský
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OFFICIAL TRAILER OF THE EVENT (IN CZECH)
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JIŘÍ ŠLEMR
Z-37A pilot
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Z-37A

t-shirt
Rezavá vrtule

Sizes L, M, XL, XXL, XXXL
Cat. No. TR7097

t-shirt Eduard

Sizes L, M, XL, XXL, XXXL
Cat. No. TR11143

t-shirt Eduard

Sizes L, M, XL, XXL, XXXL
Cat. No. TR11144
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