Jugs over Germany

US WWII FIGHTER
1:48 SCALE PLASTIC KIT 4

SecligiRael

intro

In June 1940, the United States Army Air Corps (USAAC) issued a requirement for a new light fighter design. Among those manufaturers to respond
was the Republic Aviation Corporation of Farmingdale, New York. This company was a successor to the Seversky Aircraft Corporation. Republic’s chief
designer, Alexander Kartveli, born in Georgia in the Soviet Union, moved to the States, as did his former chief, Alexander Seversky. One of Kartveli's
designs was the P-35 fighter, accepted and used by the USAAC, and other countries. In 1939, Republic signed a contract to manufacture another fighter,
the P-43 Lancer. The performance of the P-43 was not good enough to compare with contemporary European fighters, notably the Bf 109E and Spitfire.
In the meantime, Kartveli finished the design of a brand new fighter under the company designation AP-10. It was powered by the Allison V-1710 inline
engine. The USAAC gave it the designation XP-47 and XP-47A, but due to poor performance, no further development was planned. This led Kartveli
to install the most powerful engine available at the time, the Pratt & Whitney R-2800 Double Wasp. He designed an efficient supercharging duct system
using an innovative method. He designed the supercharging system first, and then built up the fuselage around it. The XP-47B prototype was
significantly bigger than all fighters built up to that time. Twice as heavy as contemporary fighters, its powerful engine nevertheless enabled the aircraft to
reach a speed of 633 km/h shortly after its maiden flight on May 6, 1941. The total of 171 P-47Bs was buiilt, the first example leaving the production line
in March 1942. The first frontline unit to accept the fighter, the 59th Fighter Group, obtained their aircraft no sooner than June. The new figher was
christened the 'Thunderbolt'. The P-47C was produced from September 1942. Atotal of 602 examples were manufactured and had a slightly longer nose
and an underbelly external fuel tank could be installed. The latter change permitted units based in England to fly deeper into occupied Europe. The
P-47D was similar to its predecessor, but many changes were introduced on the production line. The D-15 was the first Thunderbolt with underwing
pylons. As such, two bombs could be added to the eight 0.50 guns, improving the combat value of the aircraft. The most obvious change was related
to the canopy and rear fuselage. From Block D-25, the old canopy was replaced with a new bubble all-round vision type, with a corresponding cut down
of the rear fuselage decking. The older Thunderbolts are known as Razorbacks and the newer types as Bubbletop. The Thunderbolt’s performance
increased with more powerful versions of the engine installed and with the use of advanced propellers. The final versions was equipped with a dorasl fin
to improve stability. The final D version was the D-40. A total of 12,062 P-47Ds were built, making it the most produced American fighter. The production
of the 'hot rod' P-47M with airbrakes in the wings followed. But only 130 P-47Ms was manufactured, all of them delivered to the 56th Fighter Group. The
last version that entered series production was the P-47N. A new wing with a bigger wingspan and redesigned wingtips was used. The P-47Ns were
exclusively used in the Pacific Theatre of Operations and served as a long range escort fighter to protect B-29 Superfortresses on their routes from the
Marianas to Japan. Plans to fly them in Europe were halted by the final defeat of Nazi Germany.

uvodem

V ¢ervnu 1940 zadalo United States Army Air Corps (USAAC) pozadavky na konstrukci nového lehkého stihaciho letounu. Mezi pfijemci specifikaci
byla také spole¢nost Republic Aviation Corporation sidlici ve Farmingdale ve staté New York. Firma byla faktickym pokracovatelem spolecnosti
Seversky Aircraft Corporation. Hlavni konstruktér Republicu, pdvodem Gruzinec Alexander Kartveli, jenZ pochazel stejné jako dfivéjSi $éf spole¢nosti
Alexander Seversky, ze zemi Sovétského svazu, jiz dfive zkonstruoval letoun P-35. V roce 1939 ziskal Republic téz kontrakt na omezenou vyrobu
dal$iho stihaciho typu, P-43 Lancer. Tento stroj vS§ak nedosahoval kvalit jeho evropskych konkurentl, zejména pak Bf 109E a Spitfiru. Mezitim jiz
Kartveli zkonstruoval novou stihacku pod tovarnim ozna¢enim AP-10. Pohanél ji Fadovy motor Allison V-1710. Tento typ USAAC oznacilo XP-47, resp.
XP-47A, avSak pro nedostate¢né vykony byl odmitnut. Kartveli se tedy rozhodl pouzit tehdy nejvykonnéj$i motor Pratt & Whitney R-2800 Double Wasp.
K efektivnimu vyuziti vykonu vymyslel dobfe fungujici systém vyuzivajici vyfukovych plynt pro preplfiovani motoru. Nejprve zkonstruoval tento systém
a az poté okolo néj trup letounu. Prototyp stihacky XP-47B byl znatelné vétsi nez vSechny dosud pouzivané stihacky. Pfestoze byl dvakrat t€zsi, nez
jeho souputnici, vykonny motor mu jiz kratce po zalétani, které probéhlo 6. kvétna 1941, umoznil dosahnout maximalni rychlosti 663 km/h. Prvni
z celkem 171 P-47B opustil montazni zavod spole¢nosti Republic v bfeznu 1942, ale 59th Fighter Group dostala prvni exemplarfe az v ¢ervnu. Novy stroj
obdrzel bojové jméno Thunderbolt. Pocinaje zafim 1942 zacala vyroba verze P-47C. Postaveno bylo 602 kusu a od P-47B se liSil mirné prodlouzenou
pridi a moznosti nést pfidavnou palivovou nadrz. Druha jmenovana Uprava umoznila létat hloubéji nad okupovanou Evropu. Verze P-47D se od svého
pfedchudce pfilis neodliSovala. V prabéhu jeji vyroby v§ak doslo k mnoha zménam v konstrukci. Od bloku D-15 pfibyly na kFidlo dva zavésniky pro pumy
a doplnily tak palebnou silu osmi palpalcovych kulometud. Nejviditelnéjsi byla Gprava tvaru prekrytu kabiny a hibetu trupu. Od vyrobniho bloku P-47D-25
byl sniZen trup za kokpitem a kokpit dostal kapkovity prekryt. Starsi stroje se nazyvaly Razorback, novéjsi pak Bubbletop. Vykony letounu se postupné
zvySovaly, doSlo k zastavbam vykonnéjsich verzi motoru, osazovaly se modernéjsi vrtule. Posledni vyrobni bloky také dostaly hibetni kylovou plochu,
ktera pomahala fesit problémy se stabilitou. Produkce verze D se zastavila s vyrobnim blokem D-40-RA. Montazni linky opustilo celkem 12 062 P-47D.
Tim se stala nejpocetnéjsi verzi amerického stihaciho letounu, ktery byl kdy vyroben. Nasledovala vyroba vysoce vykonné verze P-47M
s aerodynamickymi brzdami v kfidle, ale nakonec vzniklo pouze 130 kust dodanych vyhradné k 56th Fighter Group. Posledni sériové vyrabénou verzi
byla P-47N. Letoun dostal pfekonstruované kfidlo se zvétSenym rozpétim a od P-47D se dosti liSil. Letouny této verze byly dodavany vyhradné
na pacifické bojisté, kde slouzily zejména jako dalkovy doprovod pro bombardéry B-29 Superfortress mifici nad cile v Japonsku. Plany vyzbrojit ,eNky*
také evropskeé jednotky ukoncila bezpodminecna kapitulace Némecka.
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Carefully read instruction sheet before assembling. When you use glue or paint, do not use near open flame and use in well ventilated room. Keep out of reach of small children.
Children must not be allowed to suck any part, or pull vinyl bag over the head.

Pred zapocetim stavby si peclivé prostudujte stavebni navod. Pfi pouzivani barev a lepidel pracujte v dobre vétrané mistnosti. Lepidla ani barvy nepouzivejte v blizkosti otevieného
ohné. Model neni uréen malym détem, mohlo by dojit k poziti drobnych dilt.
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A P-47D-28-RA, Lt. Talmadge Ambrose, 410th FS, 373rd FG, letisté Venlo, Nizozemi, brezen 1945

Talmadge L. Ambrose se po vycviku ve Statech pfipojil k 410th FS v dobé, kdy se premistovala z Velké Britanie do kontinentalni Evropy. Do konce valky stacil odlétat
84 misi, pficemz mu bylo uznano 11 zni¢enych letount ve vzduchu i na zemi, devét z nich ma uznany jako potvrzené. Nejvyznamnéjsiho uspéchu dosahl 8. dubna 1945
nad Hannoverem, kdy narokoval vitézstvi nad ¢tyfmi Fw 190. Sv(j letoun pojmenoval po své manzelce Dorothy Kolbe. Pozdéji letoun proSel upravami, kdy dostal
h¥betni kylovou plochu a modry vrchol SOP. Cerna vrchni ¢ast motorového krytu je poztistatek starého markingu, ktery obepinal dokola cely kryt.
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B P-47D-25-RE, Capt. Fred J. Christensen, 62th FS, 56th FG, zakladna Boxted, Iéto 1944

Fred Christensen se stal pfislusnikem 56th Fighter Group 26. srpna 1943. SvUj prvni sestfel dosahl o tfi mésice pozdéji, kdyz pobliz némeckého Papenburgu znicil
Bf 110. Jeho celkové vale¢né skore &ita 21,5 sestfelu. Na tomto stroji, pojmenovaném po Christensenové pfitelkyni z pfedvale¢nych universitnich studii Rosamand
Gethro, sestrelil dva letouny — Bf 109 dne 27. ¢ervna 1944 a Fw 190 dne 5. Cervence 1944. V povalecnych letech plsobil v Air National Guard a na zaslouzeny odpocinek
odesel v hodnosti plukovnika. PFislugnost letounu k 62nd Fighter Squadron symbolizovala Zluta smérovka. Cervenou pfid nosily véechny letouny 56th FG.
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C P-47D-26-RA, Maj. Donavon Smith, velitel 61st FS, 56th FG, zakladna Boxted, zacatek roku 1945

SmithGv osobniletoun pojmenovany Ole Cock Ill nesl, stejné jako fada dalSich Thunderboltl 56th Fighter Group, kamuflazni natér. O barvach se vedou spory, s velkou
pravdépodobnosti byly pouzity britské odstiny Dark Green, Ocean Gray a Medium Sea Gray. Na pocatku roku 1945 dostal tento letoun na horni plochy natér bilou
barvou. Cervena smérovka oznadovala letouny 61st FS. Maj. Donavon Smith velel 61st Fighter Squadron od 26. zafi 1944 do 10. ledna 1945. Dosahl celkem 7,5 jistych
a jednoho pravdépodobného sestfelu a tfi nepratelska letadla ma pfiznana poskozena. Po vélce zustal v ozbrojenych silach, na sklonku své kariéry plsobil jako velitel
6th Tactical Air Force.
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D P-47D-28-RA, Capt. Robert Blackburn, 509th FS, 405th FG, letisté Saint-Dizier, Francie, 1944

Chow Hound 2nd, v jehoZ kokpitu létal, Capt. Robert Blackburn byva zobrazovan ve dvou podobach. S ¢ernou a €ervenou pfidi. Stroj nese na spodni strané kfidla
a trupu invazni pruhy. Cerné pruhy na ocasnich plochach nosila vétsina Thunderboltd, jednalo se prvek rychlé identifikace, ktery mél P-47 odlisit od vzhledové
zaménitelného Fw 190. Robert Blackburn tento letoun vyménil za P-47D-30-RA, pojmenovany Chowhound Ill. V jeho kokpitu zahynul 25. bfezna 1945, kdyz zautodil
na letisté Dortmund - Brackel. Prolétl troskami pravé zni¢eného Ju 88, coz poskodilo jeho letoun natolik, Ze se rozhodl vyskocit. Od toho okamzZiku jej nikdo nevidél.
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E P-47D-28-RA, Lt. Harold Cox, 512rd FS, 406th FG, letisté Y-29 — Asch, Belgie, unor — brezen 1945

Vyrazné Zluté doplriky zdobily pfidé Thunderboltt 512th Fighter Squadron, organiza¢né podléhajici 406th Fighter Group. Markingem celé Group pak byly tfi barevné
pruhy na svislé ocasni ploSe. Za pilota tohoto letounu je povazovan 2ndLt. Harold D. Cox. Tento pilot ma& uznany dva sestiely z22. a 28. inora 1945.
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