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The P-39 Airacobra was developed by the Bell Aircraft Corporation in Buffalo, New York in the late 30's. The first XP-39 prototype had its maiden flight on April the
6th, 1939 in Dayton, where it reached a maximum speed of 628km/h at 6100 m, climbing to that height in only 5 minutes. The XP-39 had a very good flight
performance, and specifically, good manoeuvrability thanks its original concept of airframe, with its Alison V-1710-17 1150 HP supercharged engine located in its
centre of gravity. This engine location also gave the aircraft a long, slim nose well suited for installation of a powerful weapon. The USAAF ordered a test series
of 12 YP-39s on April the 27th, but before the series was finished the project was significantly changed. Because of supercharger troubles, the original engine was
replaced by a less powerful Alison V-1710-37 without a supercharger, and just 1090 HP. The YP-39 had an engine-axis Oldsmobile T-9 cal. 37mm cannon, two
.50 calibre (12.7 mm) machine guns and two .30 calibre (7.62mm) machine guns mounted in the nose. The pilot seat got some armour, but the weight was increased to
3160 kg against 2820kg of the prototype. Because of these changes the maximum speed was decreased to 590 km/h and climb to 6100m now took 7.5 minutes.
Although the excellent prototype flight performances were decreased, the Air force didn't loose interest and ordered 80 production P-39Cs. The first 20 of these were
supplied as standard P-39Cs and the remaining 60 were finished as P-39Ds, with the two .30 calibre (7.62mm) machine guns moved to the wings and two more
.30 calibre (7.62mm) machine guns were added to the same location. The USAAF received its first P-39Ds in February 1941, and the next order for 344 P-39D's was
placed at this time.

The British RAF ordered 675 P-39's in April 1940. British Airacobra Mk.I's were produced in P-39D standard, but with the engine-axis canon replaced with a British
Hispano M1 20mm cannon and the wing machine guns were replaced with 7.7mm Browning's. The first Airacobra Mk.I's were received in July 1941, but the RAF was
disappointed, when it was found that they were not suitable for service in the European war theatre. In October 1941 four Mk.I's were tested by 601 Squadron in the
ground attack role over occupied France, Airacobras were withdrawn from service and 212 RAF Airacobra Mk.I's were send to Soviet Union.

When the USA came into the war, the USAAF confiscated 179 Airacobras from the British order on the production line. They were re-designated P-400, and served in
the Pacific. All P-400's have 12 exhaust pipes on each side of the engine, and this was the major difference from the P-39D series. The next block of aircraft, also with
12 exhaust pipes, were 229 aircraft of the P-39F series, and after them came the P-39K series (210 aircraft), P-39L (250 aircraft), P-39M (240 aircraft) and P-39N
(2095 aircraft). All these four series were very similar, using various engines, propellers and other equipment. The final version was the P-39Q with an Allison
V-1710-85 engine (1420 HP), and the main difference was the installation of two .50 calibre (12.7 mm) machine guns in under-wing pods instead of the four .30 calibre
(7.62mm) wing mounted machine guns in the older series. Most of the 4905 Q series aircraft were sent to Soviet Union. Production was ceased in August 1944, after
the final Airacobra, number 9558, was finished.

The USAAF employed Airacobras extensively until August 1944, when they were withdrawn from front line service. The USAAF used the largest number of
Airacobras, 2105 of all types, in February 1944. They served in the Pacific theatre, as well as in North Africa and Italy.

In total 4758 Airacobras were sent to Russia (actually 4924, but 166 aircraft were lost during transport) where they were very popular for their solid metal airfframe and
heavy weapons. The French Air Force had 165 Airacobras, and P-39's also served with the Australian RAAF, the Italian AF and the Portuguese AF. After the war
anumber of Airacobras were employed in civilian service and used for air races.

NEKOLIK SLOV UVODEM

P-39 Airacobra byl vyvinut spole¢nosti Bell Aircraft Corp. z Buffala ve druhé poloviné tficatych let. Prototyp XP-39 absolvoval svij prvnilet 6.4.1939 v Daytonu, kde
dosahl maximalni rychlosti 628 km/h ve vySce 6100m. Na tuto vysku vystoupal za pouhych 5 minut. XP-39 mél velmi dobré letové viastnosti, mimo jiné i diky své
originalni konstrukci, kdy turbokompresorem vybaveny motor Alison V-1710-17 o vykonu 1150 k byl umistén v tézisti letounu, v trupu za kabinou. Toto umisténi
motoru také uvolnilo pfid pro instalaci silné vyzbroje. 27.dubna USAF objednalo zkuSebni sérii 12 YP-39, ale pfed jejim dokonenim byl projekt vyznamné upraven.
Pro potize s turbokompresorem byl puvodni motor nahrazen motorem Alison V-1710-37 bez turbokompresoru, davajicim jen 1090 k. Mezi bloky valci byl
namontovan kanon Oldsmobile T-9 raze 37mm, stfilejici dutym hiidelem vrtule, do pfidé byly instalovany dva kulomety raze 12,7 mm a dva raze 7,7 mm. Pilotovo
sedadlo dostalo pancéfovani, ale hmotnost vzrostla na 3160kg oproti 2820kg prototypu. Rychlost poklesla na 590 km/h a vystup na 6100m nyni trval 7,5 minuty.
Prestoze vykony stroje poklesly, USAAF neztratilo zajem a objednalo 80 produkénich P-39C. Z nich bylo 20 dodano skute¢né jako P-39C, zbylych 60 pak bylo
upraveno na standard verze D, se dvéma kulomety rédZe 12,7 mm v pfidi a étyfmi kulomety réze 7,62 instalovanymi v kfidle. USAAF dostalo své prvni P-39D v Unoru
1941 a objednalo dasich 344 kusu. Britové objednali v dubnu 1940 675 Airacober. Byly dodany v ¢ervnu 1941. Odpovidaly verzi D upravené podle britskych
pozadavkud. Kanon Oldsmobile byl nahrazen kanonem Hispano M1 raze 20 mm, a kfidelni kulomety byly britské Browning raze 7,7 mm. RAF testovalo ¢tyfi Airacobry
Mk.1 v bojovych podminkach u 601.squadrony v Fijnu 1941 (kde si je vyzkouseli i néktefi ¢s.piloti), ale byli zklamani jejich vykony. Zbylych 212 Airacober Mk.I pak bylo
poslano do Ruska a pfedano sovétskemu letectvu.

Po vstupu USA do valky, 179 britskych Airacober bylo konfiskovano na vyrobni lince. Stroje byly oznaceny P-400 a bojovaly vétSinou v Pacifiku. VSechny
P-400 mély 12 vyfukovych natrubkd na kazdé strané motoru, coz je jejich hlavni rozliSovaci znak od P-39D.V dodavkach nasledoval blok 229 letadel verze P-39F,
také s 12 vyfukovymi natrubky, po ném pak verze P-39K (210 letadel), P-39L (250 letadel), P-39M (240 letadel) a velky blok 2095 letadel verze P-39N. VSechny &tyfi
tyto série si byly velmi podobné, pouzivaly rizné motory, vrtule a dalSi vybaveni. Posledni a nejrozSifenégjsi verzi byla verze P-39Q, vybavena motorem Alison
V-1710-85 o vykonu 1420 k. Jeji nejvétSim vnéjSim rozdilem oproti pfedchozim verzim bylo nahrazeni &tyf kfidelnich kulometd dvéma kulomety raze 12,7 mm,
instalovanych v gondolkach pod kFidly. VétSina z 4905 P-39Q byla dodana do Sovétského svazu. Produkce byla ukonc¢ena v srpnu 1944 po dokonc&eni posledni,
9558. Airacobry.

USAAF pouzivalo Airacobry v prvni linii do srpna 1944, kdy byly stazeny z frontové sluzby. Nejvice Airacober, celkem 2105 letadel vSech verzi, mélo USAAF
ve sluzbé v unoru 1944. Slouzily v Pacifiku, v severni Africe, Italiii na domacich zakladnach.

Celkem 4758 (4924, ale 166 bylo ztraceno béhem prepravy) Airacober bylo dodano Sovétskému svazu. V sovétském letectvu byly Airacobry velmi popularni pro
jejich robustni konstrukci a silnou vyzbroj. Francouzskeé letecvo mélo 165 Airacober rliznych verzi, a P-39 byly v mensich poctech pouzivany i letectvy Australie, Italie
a Portugalska. Jeden kus se po valce vyskytoval i v polském letectvu. Po valce byla fada Airacober pouzivana v civilnich sluzbach , mimo jiné jako zavodni stroje.
Jednu z nich vlastnil napf. Miro Slovak.
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P-39D-1 s/n 41-38353, Lt. James W. Selzer, 35th FS / 8th FG, Milne Bay, December, 1942
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Carefully read instruction sheet before assembling. When you use glue or paint, do not use near open flame and use in well ventilated room. Keep out of
reach of small children. Children must not be allowed to suck any part, or pull vinyl bag over the head.
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A P-39D-1 s/n 41-38353, Lt. James W. Selzer, 35th FS / 8th FG, Milne Bay, December, 1942

was attained over Europe in 1944.

Jednalo se o jeho prvni z péti sestreli docilenych nad Novou Guineou. Svij posledni, Sesty sestrel zaznamenal uz nad evropskym kontinentem v roce 1944.
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This aircraft was assigned to Lt. james Selzer, who took part in heavy fighting in May over Port Moresby. The kill marks on the fuselage, however, belong to Lt. J. McKeon, who, on
December 7th, 1942, shot down a Zero on an escort mission during the fight for the base at Buna. This would be the first of five kills for him over New Guinea. His sixth and final kill

P-39D-1s/n 41-38353, Lt. James W. Selzer, 35th FS/8th FG, Milne Bay, prosinec 1942. Tento stroj byl pfidélen Lt. Jamesi W. Selzeovi, ticastnikovitézkych kvétnovych boji nad
pristavem Port Moresby. Symbol sestfelu na trupu vsak patfi Lt. J. McKeonovi, ktery 7. prosince 1942 rozstfilel Zero pfi doprovodu bombardért béhem boji o zakladnu Buna.

edinn=edl

9




B P-39D-1 s/n 41-38401, Maj. Norman "Coach" G. Morris, CO of 35th FS / 8th FG, Milne Bay, fall, 1942

Norman G. Morris commanded the 35th FS / 8th FG from October, 1942 to March, 1943. The uncommon all black livery of this aircraft, in all likelihood, hails from the period of
protecting the Australian port of Townsville against night attacks by the Japanese as July turned into August in 1942. On the night of the 26th and 27th of July, pilots of the 8th FG
were able to bring down one of the attackers. The fighter remained in the same camouflage scheme through to the battles over New Guinea in the spring of 1943. The Milne Bay
marking was finished off with the letter ‘M’, which partially obscured the original writing on the front. The letter was also the initial of not only the pilot's last name, but also his rank,
and the name of his mechanic, S/Sgt Mattea.

P-39D-1 s/n 41-38401, Maj. Norman "Coach" G. Morris, velitel 35th FS / 8th FG, zakladna Milne Bay, podzim 1942. Norman G. Morris velel 35th FS / 8th FG od fijna 1942
do brezna 1943. Neobvyklé celocerné zbarveni Airacobry velmi pravdépodobné pochéazi z obdobi obrany australského pristavu Townsville pfed no¢nimi nélety japonskych
&tyfmotorovych hydroplanti z pfelomu ¢ervence a srpna roku 1942. V noci z 26. na 27. Eervence se pilotum 8th FG podafilo jednoho z utocniki sestrelit. Zbarveni si stihacka
ponechala i v obdobi sluzby na Nové Guineji, kde bojovala jesté na jare roku 1943. Na zakladné Milne Bay byl marking stroje doplnén o pismeno M, které ¢aste¢né prekrylo
ipuvodni napis na pridi. Pismeno korespondovalo s inicidlou hodnosti i pfijmeni pilota a také s pfijmenim mechanika, S/Sgt Mattea.
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C P-39D-1s/n 41-38338, Lt. Don C. McGee, 36th FS / 8th FG, Milne Bay airbase, fall, 1942

Lt. Don C. McGee was among the most successful fighter pilots in the Pacific flying the P-39. During the defense of Port Moresby in May, 1942 he downed three confirmed Zeros and
another two probables. He himself claimed five Zeros, and on May 28th, he shot down a Zero that remained unconfirmed, although the kill evidently led to the saving of the life
of a colleague. In further combat action over New Guinea, Lt. McGee gained a further two victories flying the P-38 in 1943. His personal tally, which totaled six, was completed
in 1945 as a member of the 375th FG flying combat over Germany where he downed a Bf 109.

P-39D-1 s/n 41-38338, Lt. Don C. McGee, 36th FS / 8th FG, zdkladna Milne Bay, podzim 1942. Lt. Don C. McGee byl jednim z nejuspésnéjsich letct bojujicich v Pacifiku na
stihacce typu Bell P-39 Airacobra. Pri obrané pristavu Port Moresby v kvétnu 1942 sestrelil jisté tii Zera a dal$i mu bylo priznano jako sestrelené pravdépodobné. On sam
néarokoval zniceni péti Zer, ovéem Zero zasazené pii souboji z 28. kvétna mu nebylo priznéano, ackoliv svym utokem na néj ziejmé zachranil Zivot jednomu ze svych kolegd.
V dal$ich bojich nad Novou Guineou si Lt. McGee v roce 1943 pripsal v kabiné stihacky P-38 Lightning jesté dvé vzdusna vitézstvi. Své bojové skére, Citajici celkem 6 jistych
sestrelll, uzavrel v roce 1945 jako prislusnik 375th FG v bojich nad Némeckem, kdyz znicil stihaci Messerschmitt Bf 109.
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D P-39D-2 s/n 41-38509, 80th FS / 8th FG, Milne Bay airbase, January 1943

Lt. Robert "Swede" P. Hanson (one unconfirmed kill from July 23, 1943 in a Lightning) had his picture taken in the cockpit of this Airacobra. At the end of 1942 at least on further
Airacobra appeared with this unit carrying this type of dwarf artwork on its front end. The popularity of these little characters from the Disney studios is evident on another,
that adorned the front end of a Lightning flown by Lt. Allen E. Hill. The tip of the spinner was painted in white, and it is not out of the question that the spinner itself was red.
Itis not clear weather or not the white tip of the spinner was decorative, or if it was connected to the rank of the pilot.

P-39D-2 s/n 41-38509, 80th FS / 8th FG, zékladna Milne Bay, leden 1943. V kabiné této Airacobry se nechal vyfotografovat Lt. Robert "Swede" P. Hanson (celkem jeden
nepotvrzeny sestrel 23.7.1943 s P-38 Lightning). Na konci roku 1942 u této peruté objevila minimalné jeste jedna Airacobra verze D-2 s kresbou trpaslika na pfidi. Velkou popularitu
filmovych postavi¢ek ze studia Disney u této jednotky potvrzuje dalsi trpaslik, ktery nesla prid Lightningu Lt. Allena E. Hilla. Okraj vrtulového kuzele mél bilou barvou zvyraznény
okraj vystielného otvoru a neni vylouc¢eno, Ze kuzel mohl byt cerveny. Neni ziejmé, zda méla bila Spicka kuzelu letoun pouze ozdobit, nebo oznacovala funkcni ¢i organizacni roli

pilota.
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E P-39N-5 s/n 42-18802, Lt. Roy Owen, 41st FS / 35th FG, Tsili-Tsili airbase, August, 1943

Lt. Owen, according to squadron records, had one unspecified kill. Greater success in the cockpit of this aircraft was gained by Capt. Francis E. Dubisher, when on August 15th,
1943, he downed three Ki-48 Lilys attacking the airbase at Tsili-Tsili. The portrait of the head of the tiger on the front originally had a different form and was bordered by a dedication
with the inscription UNION-ENDICOTT PUBLIC SCHOOL/ENDICOTT. NEW YORK.

P-39N-5 s/n 42-18802, Lt. Roy Owen, 41st FS / 35th FG, zakladna Tsili-Tsili, srpen 1943. Lt. Owen dosahl dle zaznami peruté jedno blize nespecifikované vitéztvi.
Velky uspéch ovsem zaznamenal v kabiné této stihacky Capt. Francis E. Dubisher, kdyZz 15. srpna 1943 znicil tfi nepratelské bombardéry Ki-48 ,Lily*, utocici na zakladnu Tsili-Tsili.
Kresba hlavy tygra na pridi méla piivodné jiny tvar a lemoval ji darovaci ndpis UNION-ENDICOTT PUBLIC SCHOOL/ENDICOTT. NEW YORK.
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F P-39N-5 s/in 42-18810, 40th FS / 35th FG, Nadzab, fall, 1943

The white tail surfaces were a quick recognition feature of friendly aircraft, and the white leading edges of the wings were consistent with this policy. This type of marking was used
in the south Pacific on single engined aircraft from the end of summer, 1943. The use of the marking was not well defined, and as a result, there were variations in its appearance.
The doors to the cockpit carried the same marking as on the aircraft flown by Lt. Owen of the 41st FS, and so itis likely that the doors were placed on Owen’s aircraft.

P-39N-5 s/n 42-18810, 40th FS/ 35th FG, Nadzab, podzim 1943. Bilou barvou natfené ocasni plochy jsou markingem pro rychlé rozpoznavani viastnich letadel, pfedepsano bylo
takeé bilé zbarveni nabézné hrany kfidla. V jihovychodnim Pacifiku se tento marking pouzival na jednomotorovych strojich v obdobi od konce léta 1943. Pouziti markingu v$ak
nebylo presné popsano v zadném dokumentu a tak Ize nalézt fadu variaci. Na dvefich kokpitu se nachéazela stejna kresba, jakou nesl stroj Lt. Owena od 41st FS, a je tedy
pravdépodobné, Ze na tento stroj byly pfeneseny celé dveie z Owenova letounu.
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G P-39Q-6 s/n 42-19927, Capt. L. A. Tate, 82nd TRS / 71st TRG, May, 1944

Capt. L. A. Tate, veteran of aerial combat, originally served with 41st FS/35th FG in 1943. In November, 1943, he was reported to have shot down two enemy aircraft in the form
of Nakajima Ki-43 ‘Oscar’s, the symbols for which could be found on the right side of the aircraft.

Apartial wreckage of the fighter was discovered in the seventies at the former air base at Tadji, and based on a reconstruction of the stencils on the fuselage, the aircraft has been
allocated the serial number 42-19027, which was a P-39N. Period photographs clearly show the bird to be a P-39Q, suggesting that the reconstruction was inaccurate.

P-39Q-6 s/n 42-19927, Capt. L. A. Tate, 82nd TRS/71st TRG, kvéten 1944

Capt. L. A. Tate, veteran vzdusnych boju, pivodné slouzil od zacatku roku 1943 u 41st FS/35th FG. U této jednotky mél také v listopadu 1943 sestrelit dvé nepratelské stihacky
Nakajima Ki-43,,Oscar”, symboly sestrelti najdete na pravém boku letounu.

Znacné neuplny vrak stihacky byl v 70. letech minulého stoleti nalezen na byvalé letecké zakladné Tadji a na zakladé zrekonstruované popisky na trupu byva stroji pfisuzovano
s/n42-19027, odpovidajici verzi P-39N. Dobova fotografie stihacky, ktera jasné doklada, Ze Airacobra byla verze Q, ukazuje, Ze tato rekonstrukce byla chybna.
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8226 F6F-5N Nightfighter 1/48

Ne7l 8222 Hellcat F6F-5 1/48

Weekend 8434 F6F-5Hellcat 1/48

SNG4 8221 Hellcat F6F-3 1/48

Weekend 8433 Hellcat F6F-3 1/48




