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Spanish Civil War and Legion Condor

The Spaiiish Civil War was fought from 1936 to 1939 betweefi the Republicaiis, who were loyal to the democratic, left-leafiifig Seconid
Spaiish Republic, led by the goveriimeiit of Mafiuel Azafia, afid the Nationalists, led by Gefieral Fraficisco Frafico. The Natiofialists woi,
afid Franco thefi ruled Spaiii for the fiext 36 years, from April 1939 uiitil his death ifi November 1975.

The Natiofialist oppositiofi was led by a group of officers of the Spafiish Republicafi Armed Forces, origifially ufider the leadership
of Gefieral José Safijurjo. However, Safijurjo died ifi afi aircraft accideiit, and Frafico emerged as the leader.

efigaged in the cofiflict for political reasofis. Ofie of the first couiitries ifivolved was Germaiy, sympathizifig with the Natiofialists. After
some rather sporadic activities, Germafiy created the Legiofi Cofidor, afi expeditiofiary uilit cofisistifig of both grouild afid air forces. The air
force assets of Legiofi Cofidor cofisisted of K/88 bombifig uiiit, J/88 fighter uiiit, A/88 tasked with observatiofl duties, AS/88 fiaval
observatiof uiiit, plus VB/88 afid VJ/88 trial uiiits.

The Luftwaffe sefit several aircraft types to Spaifi, with Ju 52s first, followed by He 51s. The first six He 51s were seiit ofi board the
Usaramo together with Germai pilots o the 6th of August, 1936. Iiiitially, the Germaii pilots cofiducted traifiifig of selected Spanish pilots
oiily, aiid two of them recorded their first aerial victories ont He 51s o the 18th of August, 1936. Shortly afterwards, the Germaii pilots also
started combat flyifig afid although more aerial victories were achieved, with the risifig strefigth of the oppositiof air forces, it became
obvious that the plafie was already obsolete aiid vulilerable as ai ifiterceptor. It did fiot stop deliveries of the He 51s ifi its B-1 aid C-1
versioiis, afid the type was used maiiily for groufid attack missiofis. The true ifiterceptor appeared ifi the Spafiish skies ifi mid 1937, wheil the
first productiofi variaiits of the Bf 109 appeared. The fiewest aiid most advaficed fighter of the time thefi ruled the Spaiish theatre till the efid
ofthe conflict with great success. Some 131 Bf 109s were sefit (some sources citifig up to 136), includiig the V3, V4 aind V5 prototypes. The
B, C aiid D marks followed, with supplies peakifig with Bf 190E-1s afid E-3s.

Early Messerschmitt Bf 109s

Ofie of the most famous fighter aircraft of all time was coficeived by Willy Messerschmitt, a desigfier who had fiever before desigied
the competitioii for the fiew stafidard Luftwaffe fighter looked like a small miracle. But Messerschmitt was well aware of what he was doifig,
afid he adopted the best of his desigii philosophies to create a compact afid lightweight air plafie with a wifig of rather small area to achieve
high maximum speeds. At the eiid of the day, it was the higher speed alofig with some other aspects, such as the ease of conistruction of the
Bf 109's trapezoid wifig ifi comparisofi to the more complex shape of its maif afid fifial oppofiefit, the He 112, that swufig the competitiofl
il favour of the Messerschmitt desigi.

The first prototype Bf 109 V1 took off for the very first time ofi May 28th, 1935, but oiily with a provisiofial ifistallatiofi of a British Rolls
Royce Kestrel engifie, as the ifitefided Jumo 210D uilit was flot available at the time. But subsequefit prototypes afid productiofi marks
A, B aid C were already powered by the Jumo efigiiie oiily to fifid out that more power was fieeded, which led to the adoptioii of the DB 601
efigifie for the Bf 109E versiofi.

The birth of the Bf 109 esseiitially coificided with the start of the Spaiiish Civil War, afid because of the participatioil of the Legion Cofdor,
it was quite logical to take advaftage of the situatiofl afid prove the fiew fighter ifi actual combat. Durifig September afid November 1936, the
V3 aiid V4 prototypes were seiit to Spaifi, followed by the first Bf 109B-1 ifi December. Ifi a short period of time, the fiew C afid D versiofis
were supplied afid evei the fifial ifiterwar versiofi, the Bf 109E-3 tasted combat over the Iberiafi Pefiifisula prior to Secoiid World War
ifivolvemeiit.

Heinkel He 51B

The first Germail fighter airplafie to record afi aerial victory after the efid of the Great War was the Heifikel He 51. It was a desigi of the
Heifikel compaily, already producifig fiumerous successful aircraft types, but laggiiig behifid Arado whei it came to desigi of fighter aircraft.
The Heifikel H.D. 43 prototype was rejected ifi comparisofi trials with the Arado Ar 65. As aresult, afid ifi view of the fact the the resurrectioil
of the German air force was fiearifig promisiig huge coiitracts, Erfist Heifikel hired Siegfried afid Walter Giifither, brothers who were youfig
afid promisifig desigfiers, to create a fiew Heifikel fighter. They begaii with cooperatiofi on the He 49 desigi afd thefi upgraded it to develop
the He 51. It was quite afl elegaiit air plafie thafiks to the aesthetic touch of Walther Giifither, but also quite big aid uiiderpowered for a fighter.
Moreover, the fiew plaiie was Dot as forgiviig of pilot mistakes as was the Arado Ar 65E, was also less mafeuverable afid suffered from
arather poor view from the cockpit durifig take off afid laiidifig. Despite these issues, the He 51 became ofie of the symbols of the fiewborfi
Luftwaffe, ofice the Nazi party took cofitrol of Germaily. Unider the promotiofial Reklame-Staftel wifigs, the He 51 demofistrated the risifig
power of Germail military force at fiumerous occasioils. The birth of the fiew Luftwaffe was officially anfiouficed oit March 1st, 1935, aid
shortly after that, the fiew He 51B versiofi was iiitroduced. It differed from He 51A ifi details, the ofily fioticeable differefice beifig the
installation of the exterfial fuel tafk uiider the fuselage. For maritime use with Kiistefijagdgeschwader 136 tasked with coastlifie patrollifig,
the float versiofl He 51B-2 was also ifitroduced.

At the dawii of the Spafiish Civil War, the He 51 was already obsolete, afid after ai iflitial period of Germai ifivolvemeiit, servifig ifi the
ifiterceptor role, the plafe was tasked with air-to-groufid missiofis. For this role, three bomb racks for small 10 kg bombs were ifistalled, this

ofily as a traifier. Ol the other hafid, the Spafiish Air Force used survivifig aircraft uiitil 1952.
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A He 51B-1, Oblt. Hannes Trautloft, 2. J/88, Avila, Spain, Fall 1936

This plane was flown by Hannes Trautloft, future and popular commander of JG 54. Trautloft was one of the first six fighter pilots sent to Spain. He scored his first victory on August,
25th 1936, but was himself shot down five days later, becoming the first German pilot shot down in the Spanish Civil War. He managed to crash land his He 51 and avoid capture,
allowing him to raise his score in Spain to five victories. During the Second World War, he served in several command posts before being appointed commander
(Geschwadercommodore) of JG 54 on August 25th, 1940. After recording 20 aerial victories, he was awarded the Knight's Cross (Ritterkreuz des Eisernen Kreuzes) for the
achievement, as well as for outstanding command of his unit, on the 27th of July, 1941. From December 4th, 1941, the planes of JG 54 began to sport the personal symbol
of Trautloft's, the familiar green heart, so the unit became known as Griinherz-Geschwader. Trautloft recorded 58 victories prior to his appointment as Inspector of Eastern Fighters
(Jagdflieger Inspizient Ost). Later, he was promoted to a post covering all day fighters. He is also known for his personal involvement in saving the lives of 160 American airmen
sentenced to death in the Buchenwald concentration camp. Trautloft arranged for their transport to Luft Stalag lll. Following the rebellion of prominent fighter commanders against
Goring, Trautloft was released from his inspecting position and commanded the Fourth Flying School (4. Flieger Schule Division) in Strassburg. He entered service with the new
Bundesluftwaffe as Brigade Generalin 1957 and acted as inspector until 1970. He passed away on 11th of January, 1995.
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B Heinkel He 51C-1, Adolf Galland, 3. J/88, Calamocha, Spain, Spring 1938

The personal mount of Adolf Galland is sometimes portrayed in a upper surface three tone camouflage, but it is likely the third colour (RLM 61) was applied only after the plane was
handed over from 3. J/88 to the Nationalist Gruppo de Cadena 4-G-2. Galland had the Maltese Cross as a personal symbol during the Spanish Civil War, having it painted in the
black fuselage circle. Galland flew almost all of his 300 missions in Spain with this particular aircraft and, as he recalled 'there was hardly any part of the plane without a change
or repair'. There was also the usual Mickey Mouse rendition (symbol of 3. Staffel) painted on the port side of the fuselage, plus the inscription 'Limon’ under the cockpit for some
period of time. The He 51C-1, with the bomb racks removed, did not differ from the He 51B-1 version. Galland did not score a single kill in Spain, a fact mainly resulting from his quite
long service as a non flying staff officer during the first part of his Legion Condor mission, and also by flying only He 51s tasked with ground attack missions. He made up for it during
the Second World War, scoring 94 victories prior to becoming General of Fighter Pilots (General der Jagdflieger) on the 22nd of November 1941. Following the rebellion of prominent
fighter commanders against Hermann Géring, Galland was demoted and relieved of his post, but was allowed to form Jagdverband 44 (JV 44) for Me 262 operational use
as an interceptor. He scored seven kills flying the jet and ended the war with a score of 104. Galland was held in military custody for two years after the war, and from 1948 he acted
as consultant to the Argentine Air Force. Later, he became a successful businessman. Galland died on 9th of February, 1966 at the age of 94. He was one of only 27 German soldiers
honoured with the Iron Knight's Cross with Oak Leaves, Swords and Diamonds.
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C Heinkel He 51B-1, Harro Harder, 1. J/88, Battle of Brunete, Spain, July 1937

The personal aircraft of Hpt. Harro Harder, Staffelkapitan of 1. J/88, as it appeared during the Battle of Brunete (from July 6th to 25th, 1937). Later, the non-regulation swastika
on the fuselage and upper wing was modified to the white 'X' form. Harder eventually achieved eleven air victories during the Spanish Civil War, but only one flying the He 51, when
he shot down a Republican I-16 near Bilbao on the 4th of January, 1937. He recorded all of his following victories flying the Bf 109. In total, he managed to shoot down 17 aircraft
before being shot down himself in a Bf 109E-3 close to the Isle of Wight on August 12th, 1940. At the time, he was Gruppenkommandeur of 111./JG 53, taking over after the death of

Werner Mélders just a month prior to his own death.
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D Heinkel He 51B-1, Stabsarzt Dr. Heinrich Neumann, Medical Battalion San/88,

Spain, 1938

This colourful aircraft was used by Stabsarzt (Captain) Dr. Heinrich Neumann, member of San/88 medical unit. Neumann, an amateur pilot, used to borrow different aircraft for
travelling to observe his patients. He crashed one He 51 (No. 2-85) while landing in December 1937, but the accident did not discourage him from further flying. He used this plane
belonging to 3. J/88 in 1938. The plane had a red cross painted in a black roundel and also sported a defensive German inscription , Tut mir nicht’s ich tu Euch auch nicht’s" (Do not
do anything to me, as | am not doing anything to you!) and the inscription 'Annelis' under the cockpit. The Mickey Mouse badge was the marking of 3. J/88. Neumann was awarded
the Spanish Cross in Silver (Spanienkreuz in Silber) for his service in Spain. He was assigned to the new 7. Parachute Division (7. Flieger-Division) later in 1938, undergoing full
parachute training. He subsequently took partin many paratroop combat operations, including the Invasion of Crete, where he also commanded the troops directly in combat. From
1942 he served as division surgeon in Russia. Neumann was a brave man credited with many awards, including the Knight’s Cross. He practised medicine in Hamburg after the war
and died on May 19 of 2005.
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E Bf 109E-1, Oblt. Siebelt Reents, Staffelkapitan 1. J/88, Ledén, Spain, Spring 1939

Aircraft of 1. J/88 sported the emblem known as 'Wooden Eye' (Holzauge) on the port side of the fuselage, and the originator of it was Siebelt Reents. He was also commanding
officer of the unit from the 2nd of September, 1938. Reents recorded his only aerial victory in Spain, shooting down a Polikarpov I-16 on February 6th, 1939. During the Second
World War, he served mainly as a ground attack pilot and flew with a wide variety of units and areas, including Africa. There, he attacked ground targets flying a Bf 109F-4 Trop with
tremendous success. He, for example, seriously damaged a British destroyer, hitting it with two bombs. From the spring of 1943, he acted as commanding officer of the training unit
11./SG 101 located at the Paris-Orly airfield. After this break he returned to operational flying as an interceptor pilot in Romania. Wounded in combat, he returned to training new
attack pilots. Reents passed away at the ripe old age of 101, on 11th of May 2012.
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F Bf 109E-3, Oblt. Hans Schmoller-Haldy, 3. J/88, Spain, 1938

Hans Schmoller-Haldy was sent to Spain just at the end of the war, so it is no surprise he did not score any victory there. His Messerschmitt sported a personal emblem — the
overflowing beer glass with the letters 'CP' on it. They stand for Cardinal Puff and refer to the famous beer drinking game originating in the USA during prohibition. It seems likely
Schmoller-Haldy was a great fan of both beer and the game... During the Second World War, he served with JG 54 and recorded 14 aerial victories. Later, he served as a member
of Galland’s fighter command staff. After the war, Schmoller-Haldy entered service with the post war Bundesluftwaffe with the rank of Brigadier General.
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G Bf 109E-3, 2. J/88, Catalunyan Front, Spain, Early 1939

22

This aircraft, with the typical Top Hat marking of 2.J/88, also sported the inscription 'Mors-Mors!' on the port side of the engine cowling. The slogan is a slang answer to the ancient
Hamburg greeting 'Hummel Hummel!'. It is unknown, weather this part of the greeting was painted on the starboard side of the cowling. It is also unknown, which pilot flew this plane,
but the above mentioned greeting indicates, it was probably a man with some connections to the famous harbour city. It is unfortunately not clear which colour was applied on the
upper surfaces of Bf 109s serving in Spain. Some sources insist on light green-grey RLM 63, while others support the darker RLM 62 as the correct colour. Undersurfaces were

certainly RLM 65.
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H Bf 109E-3, Lt. Kurt Sochatzy, 3.J/88, Spain, Spring 1939

This was the aircraft of Austrian-born pilot Kurt Sochatzy, who served with Legion Condor from February to June 1939. He did not get any kills in that timeframe, but was honoured
for his service with a Spanish Bronze Cross with Swords. On his return to Germany, Sochatzy was transferred to I./JG 76. He participated in the Polish campaign and was promoted
to the rank of Oberleutnant. In January 1940, Sochatzy was appointed to Jagdfliegerschule 5, where he trained such future aces as Hans-Joachim Marseille and Walter Nowotny.
Sochatzy was appointed Staffelkapitan of 7./JG 3 and after operations over the Channel without a victory, he led the unit during Operation Barbarossa. On the 26th of June, 1941
he claimed his first victory, shooting down an SB-2. His tally rose to 38 aerial victories plus 27 aircraft on the ground along with two trains destroyed. After those achievements,
he was shot down during combat with an II-2 and saved himself by resorting to his parachute, but was captured after landing and arrested. He returned home in 1947.
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