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A FEW WORDS FIRST

There are few aircraft types that took part in combat during World War Two, that can be described with such one sided outcomes in terms ofkill : loss ratio as the Hellcat. Representing the
middle of the Grumman Cat lineage, the Hellcat was a unique type right from its beginnings. Success of'its older brother, the Wildcat, which carried on its shoulders the bulk of the strain of the
Pacific air war in 1942, prompted the US Navy to give Grumman free reign over the independent development of a new fighter. This type was to act as insurance in the event the concept of the
F4U Corsair turned out unsuccessful. Grumman designers set forth with the design, with emphasis on ease of manufacture, performance and suitability for carrier ops.

On the 30th of June, 1941, as Corsair production was initiating, the Navy signed an order for two prototype XF6F-1s, and a star was born. Original expectations centered around
development of the proven FAF Wildcat, which was to be dominated by installation of more powerful engines. As such, this eventually evolved into a new fighter altogether. The US Navy also
had accumulated combat experience, and was able to incorporate pilot suggestions into the design. The Hellcat was some 60% heavier than the Wildcat, was more heavily armed, had a more
powerful engine, was more heavily armored, carried more fuel and was generally of a more robust construction. The first prototype took to the air on June 26th, 1942, and by January, 1943
equipped the first Navy unit, VF-9, on the deck of the USS Essex.

The new type was called Hellcat. The name not only suggested the place to which her enemies would be sent, but was also a play on words. The term in the old west referred to barroom
brawlers, and that was what the Navy wanted: a tough fighter with hard fists, that could absorb punishment and had stamina. The Hellcat line didn't result in the most elegant of fighters.

It was, after all, over twice as heavy as its main adversary, the Japanese A6M Zero. But elegance certainly doesn't play a pivotal role in terms of the potential survival of the pilot. It was
a fighter first and foremost in every sense of the word, designed around the requirements of the pilot to fulfill the combat mission for which it was designed and he was trained. The initial
version, FOF-3, was supplanted by the dash five, which modified the canopy, cowl, bombracks and droptanks.

The first combat engagement of the enemy occurred on September 1st, 1943, when an Emily was flamed by the halfinch guns of two Hellcats. Their advantage over Japanese fighters was
well demonstrated on February 16th, 1944, when, in the vicinity of Truk, over 100 fighters were claimed in the air and over 150 on the ground for the loss of four aircraft. Five days later, in
the Marianas, a further 160 enemy aircraft were destroyed in the air and on the ground Often one sided combat was documented in the battle for the Philippine Sea that culminated on June
19th, 1944 in the now legendary 'Great Marianas Turkey Shoot', where Hellcat pilots claimed some 350 enemy aircraft destroyed. A further turkey hunt took place between October 12th and
14th, 1944 over Formosa, seeing the destruction, at the hands of Hellcat pilots, of 300 enemy aircraft for the loss of 27.

In October, 1944, the Japanese began to escalate night attacks, bringing on a requirement for night fighters to counter them. USAAF P-61s were too far off. Night fighting variants
of the Hellcat were introduced in the form of the FOF-3N and F6F-5N, equipped with radar. This new role for the Hellcat first appeared at the end of fall, 1944 during the intensification
ofkamikaze attacks, that required the interception of unorthodox attacks by aircraft that avoided air to air combat. Other major combat was seen over the Japanese islands over the first half of
1945.

Although the Hellcat was progressively replaced by its stablemate F4U Corsair, it served in the combat role up to the end of the war. Under the designation Hellcat F Mk 1 and I, several
hundred served with the Royal Navy, notably in the Atlantic covering convoys, and also in the Far East.

According to statistics, there were 12275 Hellcats of all versions made. For the loss of 270 of these, Hellcat pilots claimed 5156 kills. That accounts for over half of USN and USMC
victories. The Hellcat also became the most successful carrier based fighter in the Pacific in under two years of ops. Lumbering, awkward at first glance, lacking in elegance, barroom brawler
—wild, tough, a fearless hulk, able to clear a saloon before turning three times. . ...that was the Hellcat in the skies over the Pacific.

Neni mnoho letounti druhé svétové valky, o kterych by bylo mozno hovofit tak jednoznaéné, pokud jde o pomér vitézstvi a porazek, jako o Hellcatu. Prostfedni z rodiny Grummanovych
kocek se od zabéhnutych zpiisobti Zivota odlioval jiz od po&atku. Uspéchy starsiho bratra, Wildcatu, ktery v roce 1942 nesl na svych bedrech prevaznou tihu letecké vélky v Pacifiku, vedlo
US Navy k rozhodnuti dat Grummanu volné ruce k samostatnému vyvoji nového stihaciho letounu. Ten mél v piipadé potieby nahradit rodici se projekt F4U Corsair, pokud by se jeho
koncepce neosvédcila. Konstruktéti Grummanu se pustili do vyvoje letounu, ktery mél byt nepfili§ naro¢ny na vyrobu, vykonny a snadno pouzitelny jako palubni stihacka.

30. ¢ervna 1941, v den kdy byla zadana sériova vyroba Corsairt, podepsala Navy objednavku na dva prototypy XF6OF-1. Hvézda pacifického nebe zacala vychazet. Pivodni predpoklad
uvazoval pouze o inovacich osvéd¢eného typu F4F Wildcat, ve kterych mélo dominovat zabudovani silngjsiho motoru. Avsak v konstrukénich kancelafich Grummanu brzy zacal vznikat
zcela novy letoun. US Navy jiz také méla dostatek bojovych zkuSenosti, aby mohlo byt vyrazné piihlédnuto k pozadavkim pilotil. Novy typ, o 60 % t&zsi nez Wildcat, mél silngjsi vyzbroj,
motor, pancéfovani, vétsi palivové nadrze a celkové robustnéjsi konstrukcei. Prvni prototyp vzIétl 26. Cervna 1942 a jiz 16. ledna 1943 byla letouny F6F vyzbrojena prvni bojova jednotka —
VF-9, operujici z paluby letadlové lodi USS Essex.

Novy letoun dostal pojmenovani ,,Hellcat®. Vice nez pfizna¢né jméno neznamena jen kocku odnasejici si do pekla své neptatele; byla to hiicka se slovy na druhou — Hellcat ve slangu
ostiilenych hochii amerického zapadu znamena ,,hospodsky rvace. A takového Navy potiebovala — silny letoun s tvrdymi péstmi, ktery by leccos vydrzel a ve rvaéce tak snadno neztratil
dech... Linie Hellcatu z néj netvoii nejelegantnéjsi letoun své doby. Vzdyt byl vice nez dvakrat té€zsi, nez jeho hlavni protivnik — Mitsubishi A6M Zero. Ale o eleganci jisté v efektivnosti
vzdu$ného boje a potencialu pro pteziti pilota az tak nejde. Hellcat byl pfedev§im rvacem §itym na miru potfebam pilotli a specifice val¢iste, pro které byl uréen. Prvni variantu FOF-3 brzy
doplnila FOF-5 se zménami v piekrytu kabiny, krytii motoru, zavésniky pum a piidavnych nadrzi.

Prvni vzdudny stiet s nepfitelem piisel 1. zati 1943, kdy se pod davkami palpalcovych kulomett dvou Hellcatii k zemi zfitila Emily. Svou pfevahu nad japonskymi stihackami ukazali
piloti Hellcatl vice nez ukazkové 16. tinora 1944, kdy v oblasti Truku sestfelili vice nez 100 japonskych letouni a dalsich 150 zni¢ili na zemi — a to pfi vlastni ztraté ¢tyf stroji. Jen o pét dni
pozdgji v oblasti Marianas Islands zni¢ili pacificti rvaci ve vzduchu i na zemi dalSich vice nez 160 letounti protivnika. Velmi ¢asté mohutné stiety obdobi bitvy o Filipinské mote vyvrcholily
19. Cervna 1944 povéstnym ,lovem marianskych krocant, kdy piloti Hellcatd zniili vice nez 350 letounti protivnika. Dalsi ,Jlov na krocany“ se uskutec¢nil ve dnech
12.~14. f{jna 1944 nad oblasti Formosy — béhem tii dnti narokovali piloti Hellcatt ptes 300 vzdusnych vitézstvi pii ztraté 27 vlastnich stroju.

Kdyz v iijnu 1944 Japonci zacali stupiiovat své no¢ni Gtoky, pfisla potieba nasazeni no¢nich stihacti. Letouny P-61 od USAAF, které by mohly pomoci, byly pfilis vzdalené. Proto byly
urychlené nasazeny no¢ni stihaci varianty Hellcatu, ozna¢ované jako FOF-5N a F6F-3N se zabudovanym radarem. Nova role pro Hellcaty pfisla koncem podzimu 1944 pii zvySeném
nasazeni kamikadze, kdy museli jejich piloti zastavovat neobvykle tto€ici protivniky, ktefi se zcela vyhybali stietiim ve stihacich soubojich. K dal§im velkym bojiim, tentokrat jiz v oblasti
japonskych ostrovii, dochazelo po celou prvni polovinu roku 1945.

Ackoliv byl Hellcat koncem valky postupné nahrazovan svym souputnikem F4U Corsair, v bojové sluzbé vydrzel az do konce valky. Pod ndzvem Hellcat F Mk I a II slouzilo nékolik set
téchto strojt také u Royal Navy, zejména v Atlantiku pii ochrané konvoju a také na Dalném vychodé.

Podle statistik bylo vyrobeno 12275 Hellcati vSech verzi. Pti ztratach 270 vlastnich stroji doséahli jejich piloti 5156 sestielti. To je vice nez polovina vsech vzdusnych vitézstvi USN

- divoky, silny, nebojacny potez, ktery se tiikrat otocil a byl schopny vybilit cely saloon. Takovy byl Hellcat na pacifickém nebi.

F6F-5K, Chincoteague Naval Air Station, Virginia, 1949



ATTENTION * UPOZORNENI * ACHTUNG * ATTENTION *

NP=A Carefully read instruction sheet before assembling. When you use glue or paint, do not use near open flame and use in well ventilated room. Keep out of

ZINN reach of small children. Children must not be allowed to suck any part, or pull vinyl bag over the head.

i Pred zapocetim stavby si peclivé prostudujte stavebni navod. Pri pouzivani barev a lepidel pracujte v dobfe vétrané mistnosti. Lepidla ani barvy
nepouzivejte v blizkosti otevieného ohné. Model neni uréen malym détem, mohlo by dojit k poziti drobnych dila.
lire soigneusement la fiche d’instructions avant d assembler. Ne pas utiliser de colle ou de peinture a proximité dune flamme nue, et aérer la piece de

l] temps en temps. Garder hors de portée des enfants en bas age. Ne pas laisser les enfants mettre en bouche ou sucer les pieces, ou passer un sachet vinyl

surla tete.

5 Von dem Zusammensetzen die Bauanleitung gut durchlesen. Kleber und Farbe nicht nahe von offenem Feuer verwenden und das Fenster von Zeit zu Zeit
Beluiftung 6ffnen. Bausatz von kleinen Kindern fernhalten. Verhtiten Sie, daf Kinder irgendwelche Bauteile in den Mund nehmen oder Plastiktuten tiber
den Kopfziehen.
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A. F6F-3, Lt Hollis ‘Holly’ Hills, VF-32, USS Langley, April 30th, 1944

Hollis ‘Holly’ Hills was, without a doubt, one of the most interesting Hellcat pilots. Hills began his military career with the Canadian air force. He became an aviator on June 22, 1941, the day that
Hitler launched his attack on the Soviet Union. In August of the same year, he was transferred to England, and attached to No.414 Squadron, RCAF, with which, on August 19, 1942, he took part
in the Dieppe landings, flying a Mustang Mk.1. At this time, he downed on Fw190. On America’s entry into the war, he entered the US Navy, where, as a member of VF-32, he took partin the battles
for the Pacific. During the course of intense combat over Truk on April 29, 1944, in what became known as the ‘Great Marianas Turkey Shoot’, he downed three Japanese Zeros. On September
21st, 1944, in the vicinity of Manila, he gained his fifth and final kill of the war over the same type. On the completion of his tour with VF-32, he served with VF-150 and VC-97. He remained
in the services of the US Navy after the cessation of hostilities.

Hollis ,Holly“ Hills byl bezesporu jednim z nejzajimavéjsich pilotl Hellcat(. Hills zacal svou véle¢nou kariéru v fadach kanadského letectva. Letcem se stal 22.¢ervna 1941, v den, kdy Hitler
zahdjil utok na Rusko. V srpnu téhoZz roku byl presunut do Anglie a zafazen k 414. peruti RCAF, s niz se 19. 8. 1942, v kabiné Mustangu Mk |, zG¢astnil i pokusu o vylodéni u Dieppe. BEhem ného
sestielil Fw 190. Po vstupu USA do valky vstoupil do fad US NAVY a na palubé USS Langley se jako pfislusnik VF-32 ucastnil boji v Pacifiku. BEéhem velkého leteckého souboje nad Trukem
29. dubna 1944, pozdéji nazvaném ,the Great [Marianas] Turkey Shoot*, dosahl tfi vitézstvi nad japonskymi Zery. 21. zafi 1944 pobliz Manily zvitézil nad stejnym typem znovu, ¢imz dosahl
svého patého a posledniho vitézstvi. Po ukonéeni tiry u VF-32 slouzil i u VF-150 a VC-97. Ve sluzbach NAVY zlstal i po valce a posledniho vitézstvi.
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B. F6F-3, Lt. Hamilton McWhorter, USS Essex, November, 1944

Hamilton ‘Mac’ McWhorter, as a member of VF-9, flew the first operational missions from the USS Ranger, in the cockpit of the F4F Wildcat without encountering any enemy aircraft. He made up
for it flying the F6F Hellcat. VF-9, at the time flying off the carrier USS Essex, was the first unit to fly the type. McWhorter gained his first victory over Wake Island, followed by the next two over
Rabaul on November 11th, then by another on November 18th over Tarawa, and again on the 19th of November, 1943. Thus, he became the first pilot on the Hellcat to attain the status of ‘ace’.
And so he continued on, until February 16th, 1944, when he achieved his tenth kill, becoming the first Navy pilot to gain the title of multiple ace.

Hamilton ,Mac* McWhorter, pfislusnik VF-9, se zucastnil prvnich bojovych operaci z paluby USS Ranger jiz s typem F4F Wildcat nad Casablankou, aniz se setkal s letouny nepfitele.
To si vynahradil na typu F6F Hellcat. VF-9, v té dobé plsobici z paluby letadlové lodi USS ESSEX, byla prvni jednotkou vybavenou timto letounem. McWhorter dosahl prvniho vitézstvi béhem
boju u atolu Wake, dal$ich dvou dosahl nad Rabaulem 11. listopadu. Nasledoval dalsi 18. listopadu nad Tarawou, aby se 19. listopadu 1943 stal prvnim pilotem, ktery s timto typem docilil péti
sestrelt a tim statutu ,esa“. Atak pokrac¢oval dal, dne 16. inora 1944 dosahl svého desatého vitézstvi a stal se prvnim namornim pilotem, ktery nesl titul dvounasobné ,eso*.
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C. F6F-3N, Orate Field, Guam, 1944

These aircraft, in the service of VMF(N)-534, were among the first units to land on Guam after its capture on June 21st, 1944. Chances of encountering the Japanese in combat around this time
were minimal. One combat success that did occur took place on February 10th, 1945, with the downing of a Myrt bound from Truk to Iwo Jima with a high ranking officer on board. Aircraft
of VMF(N)-534 operated in three separate sectors of operations up to the end of the war. They maintained air superiority over Guam, the Gilbert and Marshall Islands, and flew air patrols over
Saipan. The aircraft carrying the marking ‘White 10’ carried evidence of battle damage, having had its windscreen replaced by a newer type used on the F6F-5.

Nocni stihaci F6F-3N, nalezejici VMF(N)-534, byly prvnimi letouny namoini péchoty, které pfistaly na Guamu po jeho dobiti 21. cervence 1944. Moznost stfetnuti s japonskymi stroji byla v tomto
obdobi a v této oblasti minimalni. Jedinym tuspéchem, ktery se podafil jednotce dosahnout, byl 10. inora 1945 sestfel kuryrniho stroje Myrt, leticiho z Truku na lwo Jimu s vysoce postavenym
dustojnikem na palubé. Stroje nalezejici VMF(N)-534 plsobily ve tfech samostatnych sekcich az do konce valky. Zajistovaly no¢ni nebe nad oblasti Guamu, Gilbertovych a Marschallovych
ostrovu a vykonavaly patroly v okoli Saipanu. Stroj s oznacenim bila 10 nesl stopy opera¢niho nasazeni, jeho ¢elni titek kabiny byl b&hem sluzby u jednotky poskozen a byl vyménén za nové;jsi

typ, pouzivany naletounech F6F-5.
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D. F6F-5, Cdr. Theodore Hugh Winters Jr., CAG19, USS Lexington, 1944

Only a few carrier pilots had at their disposal their own aircraft, and this privilege was exclusively reserved for group commanders. Cdr. Winters was named CO of VF-19 in August, 1943.
He completed his training with the same unit, and was then transferred to the Pacific, in time to take partin combat ops from July, 1944, flying off of the USS Lexington as part of Task Group 38.3.
During the course of initial combat as squadron CO, he gained his first three kills. In September, he took over as CO of the entire Air Group 19, and added another kill to his tally. On October 12,
Cdr. Winters, along with another two pilots of the same unit, became the first aces of VF-19. During the course of four months in 1944, the entire Group, under the command of Cdr. Winters and
flying off Lexington, sank twelve military vessels, destroyed 155 Japanese aircraft in the air and another 200 on the ground. He himself accounted for eight Japanese planes. It should be noted
that during operations in this timeframe, no Air Group 19 Helldivers or Avengers were lost to Japanese fighters. Cdr. T. H. Winters Jr. remained in the Navy until 1961.

Jen maloktery pilot na letadlové lodi mél k dispozici svuj vlastni stroj, toto privilegium méli pouze velitelé skupin. Cdr. Theodore Hugh Winters Jr. byl jednim z nich. Cdr. Winters byl v srpnu 1943
jmenovan velitelem VF-19. S touto jednotkou prodélal vycvik a pfesunul se do Pacifiku, aby se od ¢ervence 1944 podilel na bojovych operacich z paluby letadlové lodé USS Lexington, zafazené
do Task Group 38. 3. Béhem uvodnich boju ve funkci velitele squadrony dosahl svych tfi sestfelu. V zafi prevzal veleni celé Air Group 19 a pfidal na svij Uc¢et dalsi sestrel. 12. fijna se Cdr. Winters,
spolu s dal$imi dvéma piloty své jednotky, stal jednim z prvnich es VF-19. Cela skupina, plisobici z paluby USS Lexington, dosahla béhem &tyfmésicnich bojl v roce 1944 potopeni 12 vale¢nych
lodi, zni¢eni 155 Japonskych letound ve vzduchu a dalSich vice jak 200 na zemi. On sam dosahl celkové osmi vitézstvi nad japonskymi stroji. Za pozornost také stoji, Ze béhem tohoto nasazeni
nebyl Zadny ze stroju Helldiver nebo Avenger patfici k Air Group 19 sesttelen japonskymi stihaci. Cdr. Theodore Hugh Winters Jr. zlistal ve sluzbach namornictva do roku 1961.




E. F6F-5, Lt. Hamilton McWhorter, VF-12, USS Randolph, May, 1945

After completing his tour with VF-9 in March, 1944, Hamilton ‘Mac’ McWhorter was attached to VF-12 flying off USS Randolph. His experiences were taken advantage of here, for the unit's
transition from the F4U Corsair to the F6F Hellcat. One of the operations in which he took part with this unit were the first attacks made by carrier planes against Tokyo on February 16, 1945.
During this mission, he gained another victory. About a month later, on the morning of May 15, 1945, he flew a cover mission for Task Force 58 and downed his twelfth and final kill. VF-12, with
McWhorter, left the combat areain June, 1945. McWhorter stayed in the US Navy until his retirementin 1969.

Po ukonceni operac¢ni tiry u VF-9 v breznu 1944, byl Hamilton ,Mac* McWhorter zafazen k VF-12, pusobici z paluby USS Randolph. Mél zde, vzhledem ke svym zku$enostem, pomoci
s pfechodem jejich pilotl z typu F4U Corsair na typ F6F Hellcat. Jednou z operaci, jiz se s touto jednotkou zi€astnil, byl i prvni itok palubnich letounti na Tokio 16. inora 1945. Béhem této akce
dosahl svého dalsiho vitézstvi. PFiblizné o mésic pozdéji, rano 13. 5.1945, u ni ziskal, béhem bojové hlidky nad plavidly Task Force 58, i své dvanacté a posledni vitézstvi. VF-12 spolu
s McWhorterem opustila bojovou oblast v ¢ervnu 1945. McWhorter pokracoval ve sluzbé u US NAVY az do odchodu do vysluzby v roce 1969.

WHITE & & dl la:d
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F. F6F-5N, Major Robert Bruce Porter, VMF(N)-542, June, 1945

Bruce Porter began his combat career with VMF-121 flying the F4U Corsair. During his first assignment, he got three kills, with the first coming during his first combat flight, and before the unit was

withdrawn, he was able to claim the other two. On his return to the States, he was attached to VMF(N)-544 at Cherry Point, North Carolina, where he was trained in night fighting on the F6F-5N
Hellcat. On February 2, half o VMF(N)-544 was redesignated VMF(N)-511, and was transferred, Porter included, to the escort carrier Block Island Il (CVE-106). During this assignment,
his experiences grew significantly, but not his chances at further combat success. For this reason, he tried to get to units that would likely see combat prior to the end of the war. He was successful
in this endeavor, and was first attached to VMF(N)-533, and later, in May, 1945, to VMF(N)-542 on Okinawa. While serving with the latter, he was able to gain two kills on the night of June 15th,
and thus attaining ace status. He stayed with the Marine Corps until 1960.

Bruce Porter zahdjil svou bojovou kariéru u VMF-121 s letounem F4U Corsair. BEhem svého prvniho nasazeni dosahl tfi vitézstvi. Prvni ziskal jiz béhem svého prvniho bojového letu a do doby,
nez byla jednotka staZzena z bojovych operaci, stihl dosahnout jesté dalSich dvou. Po navratu do USA byl zafazen k VMF(N)-544 v Cherry Point v Severni Karoliné, kde absolvoval vycvik
vnoc¢nim stihani na letounu F6F-5N Hellcat. 2. inora byla polovina VMF(N)-544 pfeznacena na VMF(N)-511, a spolu s Porterem pfemisténa na eskortni letadlovou lod Block Island Il (CVE-106).
Béhem tohoto nasazeni mu zkusenosti znacné pfibyly, ale vyhlidky na bojové Gspéchy ne. Proto se snazil dostat k bojové jednotce a dosahnou dal$ich bojovych uspéchu dfiv, nez valka skonéi.
To se mu nakonec podafilo, kdyz byl nasazen nejprve u VMF(N)-533 a pozdéji, v kvétnu 1945, u VMF(N)-542 na Okinawé. U této jednotky se mu podarilo v noci dne 15. ervna dosahnout dvou
sestrell a stat se konecné ,esem*. V fadach Marine Corps Reserve zustal do roku 1960.
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G. F6F-5, Aeronavale Francaise, Flotille 11F, SM Robert, Cat Bai, Indochina, April 26, 1954

Aftér thé céssation of hostilitiés in Europé, Frénch éxpéditionary forcés wéré sént to Indochina, whéré théy wéré to régain colonial lands. Thé buildup gréw until Novémbér, 1946, at which point
war broké out. Combat opérations wéré undértakén, among othér typés, by Héllcats of thé Frénch navy, which conductéd réconnaissancé and ground attack missions against thé énémy. Among
thé units to participaté in 1953 was also 11F of thé Frénch navy, which opératéd from thé décks of thé carriér Arromanchés in thé vicinity of thé Gulf of Tonkin through Octobér, 1953. Hér aircraft,

flying in thé original Américan schémés with thé addition of Frénch national markings, supportéd ground units during somé of thé most inténsé fighting, including thé battlés at Dién Bi n Phu
in 1954.

Po ukonééni boji v Evropé byly francouzské éxpédicni jédnotky présunuty do Indociny, aby zdé pomohly dosahnout navracéni pavodnich kolonialnich Gzémi. Napéti na misté postupné
narlstalo az do listopadu 1946, kdy vypukla valka. Valéénych opéraci sé aktivné zucastnily i Héllcaty F6F-5 francouzského namornictva, ktéra provadély priizkum a utoky na pozémni cilé
népfitélé. Mézi jednotky, ktéré sé do téchto akci v rocé 1953 zapojily, byla i jédnotka francouzského namornictva 11F, ktéra do oblasti Tonkinského zalivu dorazila na palubé Iétadlové lodi

vEétné stiétnuti u Dién Bi n Phavrocé 1954.
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H. F6F-5K, VU-1, Oahu, Hawaii, September 17, 1959

In the post-war era, several F6F-5s were converted to F6F-5K standard. These were radio-controlled, unpiloted drones. The aircraft remained in their original state, with the exception
of the removal of all armament, and were equipped with long-range radio equipment allowing control from ground stations or other aircraft. For the purposes of quick identification, these were also
often adorned with recognition markings. Some were also equipped with long range tanks at the wingtips. F6F-5Ks were used during the A-bomb tests over Bikini Atoll.

Nékolik strojti F6F-5 bylo v povale¢nych letech upraveno do podoby verze F6F-5K. Jednalo se o radiem fizené bezpilotni stroje. Letouny zUstaly v pivodnim provedeni, jen byly zbaveny vyzbroje
a vybaveny dalkovym ovladanim umoziujicim jejich Fizeni jak z pozemni, tak palubni zakladny nebo dal$iho letounu. Pro snadnéjsi sledovani byly obvykle opatfeny vyraznym markingem.
Neékteré stroje byly vybaveny pfidavnymi nadrzemi na koncich kfidel. Letouny F6F-5K byly pouzity i béhem testl jadernych-bomb na atolu Bikini.




l. F6F-5K, Chincoteague Naval Air Station, Virginia, 1949

F6F-5Ks were used in the United States as unpiloted, radio-controlled drones for the testing of air-air missiles and as aerial targets for the training of Navy Marine Corps crews. These, too, carried
recognition markings allowing for quick identification and tracking. The diagonal markings on the tail surfaces identified this aircraft as an unpiloted drone.

Stroje F6F-5K slouZici na zakladnach v USAbyly pouZivany jako radiem fizené cilové letouny pro zkousky protiletadlovych raketovych stfel ai jako Iétajici terée béhem vycviku pfislusniki NAVY
aMarine Corps. Nosily vyrazny marking, umoznujici jejich snadnéjsi nalezeni a sledovani. Sikmé pruhy na smérovce oznacovaly bezpilotni stroj.
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F6F-5 Hellcat
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